Welcome to the Parishes of

St. James and Holy Family
Catholic Churches
And Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
Office and Mailing Address:
St. James Church
299 Red Oak Dr. Aitkin

Office: 218-927-6581 Fax: 218-927-6589 Email: aggie@aitkincatholic.org
Mailing Address: 299 Red Oak Dr., Aitkin, MN 56431

Pastor
Fr. David Forsman…..763-227-7968
fatherforsman@gmail.com

Mass Schedule
Weekday:
Tues-Fri………...8:30 am St. James

Deacons
Bill Stein…..…………….. 218-927-3613
Deaconbillstein@aol.com
Mike Eisenbraun…….. 218-513-8119
m.eisenbraun@yahoo.com
Mike Barta…………….... 218-232-0746
mjbarta@frontiernet.net

Weekend:
Saturday….5:00 pm……..St. James
Sunday…….8:00 am…....Holy Family
10:00 am…...St. James

T

Religious Education:
St. James
Assistant Directors of Religious Education
Jr/Sr. High Jeremy Justen… ................218-670-0165
Elementary Jen Kinzer ..........................218-839-0344
Marie James ......................218-839-0680
Email Address ……………..elementary@aitkincatholic.org

Prayer Chain Requests
Jan Burt (SJ)…………....................................218-927-3587
Kathy Cummings (SJ) ................................ 218-927-6483
Elaine Hill (SJ)……… ....................................218-838-5982
Carol Wiherski (SJ)…………………................ 218-927-6880
Shirley Scollard (HF)……….. ........................218-839-0754

Online opportunities

St. James: www.aitkincatholic.org
Connect to St. James Church via Facebook
Holy Family & Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org

Pray the Rosary
SJ—Sat. 4:25 pm/Sun. 9:25 am/
Tues—Fri-8:05 am
HF—Sundays 7:30 am
OLOF—Sundays 9:30 am

Bulletin Submissions

218-927-6581 or bulletin@aitkincatholic.org
Deadline - Mondays at 4:00 pm except when
otherwise stated in the bulletin.

Find the Bulletin anytime at:

www.parishesonline.com
www.aitkincatholic.org (SJ)
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org (HF)
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Holy Family Church
2 S Maddy St. McGregor

Confessions
Sat:
Sun:

10:00—10:45 am
St. James
4:00—4:45 pm
St. James
7:15—7:45 am
Holy Family
(or by appointment)
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A Message from Father David
Last week I used the metaphor of our cell-phones to talk a bit about rules and
relationships. This week I want to use the old idea of going to Grandma’s
house in relationship to attending the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Again, as I
said last week, rules are about relationships. Good relationships have good
boundaries and structures that are based on virtues that are lived out
authentically. The rules we live by govern our relationship with God, with
others and ourself. Good relationships have good boundaries and structures
that are based on virtues that when lived out authentically, allow us to find
happiness and peace.
Now some of these analogies only work when you think of an “Old-school”
Grandma. They still exist today but might be more something of the past. I
think even if you are not acquainted with a Grandma like the one I recall here,
you can imagine her I think.
It was an event to visit her. You knew what to expect and you got that vibe
from your parents as well. Certain behaviors were expected and if you fell
out of line with them you might be in trouble later or even in trouble with
Grandma. Taking your shoes off and putting your winter jacket on a bed or a
coat hanger was first, then hugging or kissing your Grandma (or saying
“hello”) was a part of the ritual or routine. That act of making yourself ready
to visit or be visited with. At Church it should be similar. We greet each
other, make eye contact with everyone and most especially with the Lord.
We should come and make ourselves ready to encounter the Lord. The
preparation of Holy Water, genuflection at the pew and then putting on the
mindset of worship is a key to being present through connecting to Jesus
present in the Tabernacle is a real thing for Catholics. Doing this is stepping
outside the messiness of our lives outside the confines of the Sanctuary, this
holy place, like Grandma’s house.

Fr. David’s
Liturgical Schedule

Sunday, Dec 12
7:15-7:45 am
8:00 am
10:00 am

Confessions (HF)
Mass (HF)
Mass (SJ)

Tuesday, Dec 14
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Wednesday, Dec 15
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Thursday, Dec 16
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
9:00 am
Exposition of Blessed
Sacrament (SJ)
7:00 pm
Communal Penance (SJ)
Friday, Dec 17
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
9:00 am
Vocations Holy Hour (SJ)
Saturday, Dec 18
10:00 - 10:45 am
Confessions (SJ)
4:00 - 4:45 pm
Confessions (SJ)
5:00 pm
Mass (SJ)
Sunday, Dec 19
7:15-7:45 am
Confessions (HF)
8:00 am
Mass (HF)
10:00 am
Mass (SJ)

Listening and being still was important. The most important thing was what
(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James
the adults were doing and the very small children. The small children got
away with everything and that was just the way it was because they couldn’t
help themselves and everyone enjoyed it. Small children were a delight, they were life and they were above critique.
All of God’s children, young and old, are precious but to the Lord their (small children’s) activity is that of the angels
and saints. They are not to be harmed. A harsh look at the parents of a child that is disruptive is the act of a devil in
disguise. I am never troubled by children, only by those who allow themselves to be distracted by them. Listen and be
still is for those whose ability grants control so older children and adults at Grandma’s house fell under this rule as in
Church. Most of what we do at Church is to listen, so train this skill by being intent on all the prayers, especially the
Scripture of the day, the Eucharistic Prayer and the homily. Even when Grandma’s house resonated with stories
you’ve heard a hundred times before, you still engaged your ears. These stories, these prayers are your future
guideposts that should play over endlessly.
Finally being fed. The ritual of eating at Grandma’s house was an expected joy. We would get 7up at Grandma
Therese’s. We didn’t get pop at home very often (until we were older) so that fizzy drink was other-worldly and we
thought only seen for those on TV commercials. Snacks that were sweet, homemade and delicious; they connected us
to thoughts like “how does she do this?” The Eucharist should be like this, other-worldly, a delicacy to the soul and
wrapped in mystery. Like Grandma, Jesus wants to delight you, to impress you and to satisfy your need to feel good as
a human being, a child of God. Receiving the Eucharist should be a personal moment at every Mass of these things.
How to capture the innocence of your very first communion is only to ask the Holy Spirit to refresh this desire in you
to be with Him.
I’ll save dressing up for Mass and holding your bladder for another column.
More to come…
God bless and have a good week everyone! Fr. David
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All Parish News
Communal Penance Service at St. James
A Communal Penance Service will be held at
St. James Church in Aitkin on December 16th
beginning at 7:00 pm. Two other priests will
be assisting Father David.

December 12, 2021
Sun:

Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/
Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18
Mon: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and
7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27
Tues: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19
and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32
Retirement Fund for Religious Collection
Wed: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10,
Help aging religious. Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23
order priests have offered their lives in service to others—educating Thurs: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, and
the young, comforting the sick, and ministering to the less fortunate.
13b [2a]/Lk 7:24-30
Fri:
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,
Today, many are frail and need assistance. Your gift to the
17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17
Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish medications, nursing
Sat:
Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/
care, and more. Please give generously to today’s collection.
Mt 1:18-25
Next Sunday:
Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16,
Notice on Scams
18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

Hackers have been targeting our parishes/parishioners with phishing
emails, posing as priests, asking for money. We would like to remind Next Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent
everyone of these scams, and that the only way you should give
money to the parish is by going to the parish and giving the money or © Liturgical Publications Inc
mailing a check to the parish. If you would like to give by any other
means, you should contact the parish office in person or by phone.

Stewardship Report

United Catholic Appeal (UCA)
Contributions to UCA for 2021 can be made up to December 31st.
Any amount received after 12/31 will be applied to our 2022
assessment. Whatever is not received by 12/31 will still be paid
to the Diocese, but it will be taken from the general fund. The
Stewardship Report in the column at the right reflects the amount
of UCA due and received for each parish as of the date shown.
Thanks to all for your generous contributions!
Papal Intentions for the Month of December
Intention for Evangelization: Let us pray for the
catechists, summoned to announce the Word of
God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and
creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm—St. James
6:30 pm—Holy Family
Midnight Mass—St. James
Christmas Day
9:00 am—St. James
11:00 am—Our Lady of Fatima

Through
Nov. 28, 2021
(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021June 30, 2022)
St. James •
Attendance ....................................................... 274
Weekly Goal ................................................. $5,635
Received 11/28/2021 ............................... $7,043
Fiscal Year to date goal ........................... $123,974
Fiscal Year to date received ................... $142,121
UCA 2021 Assessment ....................... $54,410.44
UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ............. $47,770.00
Holy Family •
Attendance ..................................................... …..96
Weekly Goal ................................................. $1,523
Received 11/28/2021 ............................... $1,128
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $33,508
Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $47,977
UCA 2021 Assessment ....................... $14,134.36
UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ................ $9,594.00
Our Lady of Fatima•
Attendance 11/21/2021 ............................... ….17
Weekly Goal. ....................................................$156
Received 11/21/2021 ...................................$166
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................... $3,427
Fiscal Year to date received ....................... $3,895
UCA 2021 Assessment .......................... $1,212.22
UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ................ $1,287.41
(Excess will be applied to 2022)
Thank you for your contributions!
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St. James
299 Red Oak Drive, Aitkin

Please pray for Robert Kokesh
Time to order Christmas Poinsettias!
Our St. James parish family will again have the
and his bereaved family and
opportunity to order and purchase a beautiful 6"
friends. May his soul and the
poinsettia plant, in memory of your loved ones, to
souls of all the faithfully departed
adorn the altar area of our blessed church. Each plant
rest in peace.
is $15.00. If you would like to order a poinsettia,
Volunteers Urgently Needed: Coffee and Rolls
please call: Renee Irwin 218-513-7544. Thank you
Looking for someone or a group to head up coffee
and God Bless.
and rolls, which will be moving
Community Christmas Dinner
to the third Sunday of each
As has been the custom, St. James has
month (this coming Sunday).
again been asked to provide mashed
If you are interested, please
potatoes for the Community Christmas Dinner. The
contact the office. Thank you.
family that has donated the potatoes will also take
Attention Quilters
Come and join us for quilting this Wednesday,
December 15th from 1-3 pm. No special talent is
necessary. All are welcome.

care of peeling them. Volunteers are needed to cook,
mash and deliver the potatoes to 1st Lutheran Church
by 10 am Christmas morning. Please call the office if
you would like to help.

Holy Family
2 S Maddy Street, McGregor

CCW Meeting

There will be a CCW Meeting on Wednesday, December 15th at
10 am in the social hall. All are welcome!

Red Kettle Drive at Big Dollar

The Red Kettle Drive at Big Dollar started November 22 and
volunteer bell ringers are needed. These are 2 hour
shifts and bell ringers are inside the store. Please
give Shirley Scollard a call, 218-426-3527, if you
can give 2 hours of your time for this worthy cause.
Thank you and God Bless.

Adoration / Holy Hour /
Benediction

Anyone is welcome to visit the Lord in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament on
Thursdays between 9:30 am and 6 pm with
benediction beginning at 5:50 pm. If willing
to be on a substitute list, please call or text
Andrea at 763-360-2058.

Yarn Needed For Hats
K of C have several people
knitting/crocheting hats for
kids. If you have extra yarn you
would like to donate, please
drop it off at the church office. We will turn it
into free hats for kids in our local area. If you
want to make hats, great, drop them off and
we will distribute them with our annual Coats
for Kids distribution. Thank you.

Our Lady of Fatima
102 S Highway 65 McGrath

OLOF Chapel Mass Schedule
The Rosary will be prayed a half hour before
Mass. Please note this schedule is subject
to change due to Fr. Solors’ availability.
Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 10 am
Saturday, December 25, 2021 at 11 am

Please join us for coffee & treats
after Mass.

Please welcome newly registered
parishioners David and Hiromi Padilla who
recently registered at Our Lady of Fatima.
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Religious Education
Little Gobblers Schedule for December
December 15-Advent/Christmas Lesson 5:15-6:25 pm
Next Class January 5th.
Home packets for December lessons are ready for pickup if you have not already picked them up. You can find
them on the table in the Gathering Space.

Sunday, December 12
After 8:00 am Mass
Fellowship, Coffee and Treats (HF)
After 10:00 am Mass
Coffee and Treats (OL)
Monday, December 13
5:15 pm
Bible Study (SJ)
Tuesday, December 14
6:00 am
That Man is You (SJ)
Noon—3 pm
Food Shelf Hours (SJ)
5:00 pm
Finance Council Meeting (HF)
Wednesday, December 15
10:00 am
CCW Meeting (HF)
1:00-3:00 pm
Quilting (SJ)
5:15—6:25 pm
Little Gobblers Religious Ed (SJ)
6:30—8:00 pm
CAGE (SJ)
Thursday, December 16
7:30 am
Rosary (SJ)
9:00 am to 7:00 pm
Adoration (SJ)
9:30 am to 5:50 pm
Adoration (HF)
5:50 pm
Benediction (HF)
7:00 pm
Communal Penance (SJ)
Friday, December 17
9:00 am
Vocations Holy Hour (SJ)
Sunday, December 19
After 8:00 am Mass
Fellowship, Coffee and Treats (HF)
After 10:00 am Mass
Coffee and Treats (OL)
After 10:00 am Mass
Coffee and Rolls (SJ)

CAGE December Schedule
Classes begin at 6:30 and conclude at 8:00 p.m. The
schedule for upcoming CAGE classes are:
December 15
Break until January 5
TOBIT Retreat for youth in grades 9-12
TOBIT (Theology of the Body Immersion for Teens) retreat
will tentatively be held Friday, January 7th through Saturday, January 9th at Big Sandy Camp near McGregor. For
more information, check out St. James website or the
Diocese of Duluth website.

Early Bulletin Deadlines:
12/14 for Christmas Bulletin
12/21 for 1/2/2022 Bulletin

Tuesday, December 14
8:30 am
Wednesday, December 15
8:30 am
Thursday, December 16
8:30 am

Saturday, December 18 at 5:00 pm (SJ)
Sacristan/Server ....................................................... Terry Stein
Lector................................................................... Carol Wiherski
EOMs ............................................. (MOB) Jean Olson, Jan Burt
Ushers .......................................Gary Tibbitts, three volunteers

Deacon Vern Anderson (SJ)
Betsy Blaufuss
Mass of the Living (SJ)

Sunday, December 19 at 8:00 am (HF)
................................... Please see the green binder in narthex.

Daryl Lee
Mass of the Living (SJ)

Friday, December 17
8:30 am
Keith Hughes (SJ)
Saturday, December 18
5:00 pm
Schreiner Family (SJ)
Sunday, December 19
8:00 am
Angela Joyner (HF)
10:00 am
Fran Splittstoser (OL)
10:00 am
George and Connie Wagner (SJ)

Sunday, December 19 at 10:00 am (OL)
.................................................................... Volunteers needed.
Sunday, December 19 at 10:00 am (SJ)
Sacristan ................................................................ Adam James
Servers ................................. Evelyn Anderson, Jerome Joerger
Lector.................................................................... Becky Joerger
EOMs ................................(MOB) Carroll Janzen, Roger Stippel
Ushers ............................................ Kirk Peysar, Tom Lundberg
................................................................ Mark Ritter, volunteer

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James •
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James•
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima
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