Welcome to the Parishes of

St. James and Holy Family
Catholic Churches
And Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
Office and Mailing Address:
St. James Church
299 Red Oak Dr. Aitkin

Office: 218-927-6581 Fax: 218-927-6589 Email: aggie@aitkincatholic.org
Mailing Address: 299 Red Oak Dr., Aitkin, MN 56431

Pastor
Fr. David Forsman…..763-227-7968
fatherforsman@gmail.com

Mass Schedule
Weekday:
Tues-Fri………...8:30 am St. James

Deacons
Bill Stein…..…………….. 218-927-3613
Deaconbillstein@aol.com
Mike Eisenbraun…….. 218-513-8119
m.eisenbraun@yahoo.com
Mike Barta…………….... 218-232-0746
mjbarta@frontiernet.net

Weekend:
Saturday….5:00 pm……..St. James
Sunday…….8:00 am…....Holy Family
10:00 am…...St. James

T

Religious Education:
St. James
Assistant Directors of Religious Education
Jr/Sr. High Jeremy Justen… ................ 218-670-0165
Elementary Jen Kinzer .......................... 218-839-0344
Marie James ...................... 218-839-0680
Email Address ……………..elementary@aitkincatholic.org

Prayer Chain Requests
Jan Burt (SJ)………… ................................... 218-927-3587
Kathy Cummings (SJ) ................................. 218-927-6483
Elaine Hill (SJ)……….................................... 218-838-5982
Carol Wiherski (SJ)…………………. ............... 218-927-6880
Shirley Scollard (HF)……….. ........................ 218-839-0754

Online opportunities

St. James: www.aitkincatholic.org
Connect to St. James Church via Facebook
Holy Family & Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org

Pray the Rosary
SJ—Sat. 4:25 pm/Sun. 9:25 am/
Tues—Fri-8:05 am
HF—Sundays 7:30 am
OLOF—Sundays 9:30 am

Bulletin Submissions

218-927-6581 or bulletin@aitkincatholic.org
Deadline - Mondays at 4:00 pm.

Find the Bulletin anytime at:

www.parishesonline.com
www.aitkincatholic.org (SJ)
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org (HF)
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Confessions
Sat:
Sun:

10:00—10:45 am
St. James
4:00—4:45 pm
St. James
7:15—7:45 am
Holy Family
(or by appointment)
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The following letter was written to Father David in recognition of Pastor
Appreciation Sunday on October 10.
2020 was a rough year. 2021 hasn’t been much better.
Without faith, we risk losing our joy, excitement, enthusiasm, and vigor to
participate in life wholly, boldly, unafraid, and in each other’s company, which
is why I was grateful when Fr. David re-opened the church for Mass as soon
as he was able to do so.
My faith doesn’t require gathering for Mass to sustain it, but the feeling of
community I get while at Mass gives my soul a measure of strength, comfort,
spiritual camaraderie, and peace that I cherish; and when I was deprived of it,
the long-term isolation invited the return of an old adversary of mine...social
anxiety. Shedding my reluctance to re-enter the community has been slow in
coming, but it’s happening. And it’s happening because at the Masses I
attended, Fr. David regularly encouraged us to not be fearful; be responsible
and careful, but not fearful, not doubtful, not despairing. During Mass we
prayed for our community of caregivers, medical professionals, scientists,
researchers and developers; for those who got sick, those who died, those
whose businesses and livelihoods were adversely affected, and for each
other and all…
Prayers might not be answered as we hoped, but they are always
answered...by renewed hope, courage, inspiration, and kindness. By feelings
of calm and peace. By a sense of being heard, of understanding and of being
understood. And in the belief that God’s got this and He will handle it.
Sometimes prayers are answered disguised as miracles; miracles that occur
around us all the time: Childbirth, a smile, the constancy of the rising and
setting of the sun, a fever breaking, unconditional love, unexpected
generosity, “random acts of kindness,” a helping hand-up, and unsolicited but
stunningly helpful advice.

Fr. David’s
Liturgical Schedule
Sunday, October 10
7:15-7:45 am
8:00 am
10:00 am

Confessions (HF)
Mass (HF)
Mass (SJ)

Tuesday, October 12
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Wednesday, October 13
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Thursday, October 14
11:00 am
Anderson Funeral (HF)
Friday, October 15
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
9:00 am
Vocations Holy Hour (SJ)
Saturday, October 16
10:00 - 10:45 am
Confessions (SJ)
4:00 - 4:45 pm
Confessions (SJ)
5:00 pm
Mass (SJ)
Sunday, October 17
7:15-7:45 am
Confessions (HF)
8:00 am
Mass (HF)
10:00 am
Mass (SJ)
(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James

I think answers to prayers are found in natural phenomena, too: that once-in-a-lifetime sighting of a moose for
amazement, winters first snowfall for peacefulness, rainbows for optimism, a shooting star for inspiration, an eagle for
empowerment, and falling leaves as a reminder to never take anything for granted.
If you didn’t feel that attending Mass was a safe choice, Sunday bulletins were always available on-line; and in the
bulletin. With the exception of a couple Sundays when he was out of town, Fr. David wrote a column which informed,
educated, inspired, instructed, entertained, and even challenged us. He used (and continues to use) that column to
directly, and intimately communicate with us everything his faith, heart and ministry moves him to reveal. In the ten
years he’s been at St. James, there’s not been a single column from which I haven’t garnered a nugget of valuable
information that nurtures my faith, enlightens my mind, cheers my heart, or stirs my soul.
I encourage attending Mass, because it is only being there in person that you can physically receive communion and
witness the resolute, and absolute love and devotion Fr. David has for God, clearly discernible as he raises the Body
and Blood of Christ, takes that long pause to gaze upon them, and then takes a second long pause to kneel in
adoration of them. I can only imagine what he’s saying to God in those moments. I’ve often taken the opportunity to
scrutinize Fathers expression and body language during those times, and am, every single time, moved by his sincerity,
humility, and unshakable fidelity. It’s obvious he’s transported to a private, secluded place where he’s alone and
encouraged with God.
For every effort, every new requirement, every precaution, every additional expense, and every complex extra measure
he’s taken to safely minister to us over the last nineteen months, I extend a sincere gratitude and appreciation to our
Pastor, Fr. David Forsman.
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All Parish News
Knights of Columbus Annual Fall Dinner

Sunday, October 10th from 9:30 am to 1:00
pm at St. Joseph’s in Crosby. Menu
includes: Pork roast, green beans, mashed
potatoes and gravy, coleslaw and pickles,
dinner rolls with butter, dessert bars, coffee,
water and Kool-Aid. Silent auction proceeds
go to Guiding Star Project. Donations being
accepted. Please call Keith Schaefbauer:
218-838-5537. Tickets: 12 & over—$10,
under 12-$5. 5 years and under-free.

October 10, 2021
Sun:

Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15,
16-17 [14]/Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or
10:17-27
Mon: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [2a]/
Lk 11:29-32
Tues: Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [2a]/
Lk 11:37-41
Wed: Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9 [13]/
Lk 11:42-46
Thurs: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7]/
Lk 11:47-54
Fri:
Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [cf. 7]/
The Order of Malta
Lk 12:1-7
The Order of Malta now has a presence in the Diocese of Duluth. For
Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9,
over 900 years, people have been called to the Order to defend the Sat:
42-43 [8]/Lk 12:8-12
faith and serve the sick and the poor. From the earliest days at the
Next Sunday:
Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20,
Hospital of St John in Jerusalem, the Order has grown and now
22 [22]/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

operates in 120 countries, caring for people in need through its
medical, social, and humanitarian works. You are cordially invited to Next Sunday: Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
come and learn more about the history and spirituality of the Order, © Liturgical Publications Inc
as well as ways you may become involved. St Andrew's Church (1108
Willow Street, Brainerd) will host the event in the Social Hall on
November 2nd from 6-8pm. Bishop Felton and members of the MN
Area of the Order of Malta will be in attendance, and we hope to see
Through
you there as well. Refreshments will be served. All are welcome, and
Sept.
26, 2021
RSVPs to ambusam@gmail.com are appreciated.

Stewardship Report

Duluth Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
Fall Conference
Saturday, October 16, 2021, 8:30 am—2:00
pm at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in
Hibbing. The schedule for the day includes
DDCCW through the Decades: 1920-2021 reports on what happened in each decade,
Mass and installation of officers, lunch, and
National Council of Catholic Women reports.
Registration forms are available at your parish or by contacting your
CCW president. Reservations are required. Cost is $25.00 after
October 8th.

CCW Support Month
October is CCW (Council of Catholic
Women) Membership month. While
all women in our parishes are
automatically members of CCW, during the month of October
we ask that parishioners support us with their donation.
The Duluth Diocesan CCW annual collection is used to finance
the works at many levels, from National to Diocesan to
Deanery to Parish.
Envelopes may be found at the end of each pew at each
parish for your consideration. Please drop them in the
collection basket or mail them to the church office. Thank you
for your support.

(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021June 30, 2022)
St. James •
Attendance ....................................................... 315
Weekly Goal ................................................. $5,635
Received 9/26/2021 ................................. $9,416
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $73,258
Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $87,502
UCA 2021 Assessment ....................... $54,410.44
UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ............. $34,728.00

Holy Family •
Attendance ................................................... …..115
Weekly Goal ................................................. $1,523
Received 9/26/2021 ................................. $4,221
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $19,800
Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $31,001
UCA 2021 Assessment ....................... $14,134.36
UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ................ $8,779.00
Our Lady of Fatima•
Attendance ...................................................... ….30
Weekly Goal. ....................................................$156
Received 9/26/2021 .....................................$244
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................... $2,025
Fiscal Year to date received ....................... $2,548
UCA 2021 Assessment .......................... $1,212.22
UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ................ $1,206.41
Thank you for your contributions!
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St. James

GOSPEL MEDITATION Oct 10, 2021
If we are truly in love with God, then the basics
are not going to be enough. That love is going to
want to be expressed in going above and beyond,
in leaving the comfortable and familiar, in
stretching and growing, and in following a voice
other than our own. St. Teresa of Calcutta rightly
instructs us that for “love to be real, it must cost, it
must hurt, it must empty us of self.” Being in
love with God requires more than just checking
the boxes of the
commandments.
It requires a
sincere and
unconditional
self-investment.
Desiring God
with our whole
heart, mind, and soul means that I must also desire
a relationship with my neighbor with that same
degree of fervor.
Biases and prejudices usually occur when people
are kept at a distance and treated as objects. We
cannot truly know our neighbors, especially if
they are different than us, if we keep them in
boxes and do not listen to their stories. When we
open ourselves to listen to another person’s story,
we begin to realize more how similar we are than
dissimilar. Being overly attached to our
possessions, ideologies, agendas, lifestyles, and
personal needs are absolute barriers to achieving
the type of personal investment love demands.
This is why following Christ can be difficult. It is
less a matter of intellect and more a matter of
heart and soul. It requires that we transfer our
treasure from an investment in tangible secular
things and move it into the Kingdom of God. It is
only the gift of wisdom and discernment that can
help us decide what to do and how to do it.

299 Red Oak Drive, Aitkin

Rosary for Respect for Life
& Children
On Thursday mornings from
7:30-7:50 a.m. a Rosary is
prayed for the sanctity of life
and youth of our community.
Everyone is welcome to join in
prayer before the start our
busy days.
Vocations Holy Hour

Shannan
and
Rachel
Bridgeford who recently
registered at St. James.
Congratulations
Lincoln Michael
Kukowski, son of
Emily and John,
baptized on
Oct. 2, 2021.

The third Friday
of each month,
Volunteers Needed
after morning
We are looking for someone or
mass, approx. 9 a couple people or a group to
a.m. All are
be in charge of donut Sunday
welcome Please
at St. James. Please call the
come.

office if you are interested.

Holy Family
2 S Maddy Street, McGregor

Thomas
Harvest Luncheon
Anderson
You are invited to attend a
and his
Harvest Luncheon at Grace
bereaved family and friends. May Lutheran Church, Tues, Oct 19.
his soul and the souls of all the
Registration: 11:30 a.m.,
faithfully departed rest in peace.

Lunch: 12:00. Please RSVP by
Oct 15 to Shirley Scollard (218Adoration Change This Week
Because of the funeral, there will 426-3527) There is no charge
for this luncheon.
be no adoration
Grace Lutheran is
scheduled for this
located at 48115
Thursday, October
Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel
14th.
Lake Avenue,
could not enter through the portal of a city
McGregor.

weighed down with the baggage it was carrying.
In order to enter, the baggage must be removed so
Our Lady of Fatima
that the animal could fit through the entry way.
102 S Highway 65 McGrath
The same is true for us. We carry a lot of
excessive baggage around with us that keeps us
OLOF Chapel Mass Schedule
tethered to our past histories, wounds, myopic
The Rosary will be prayed half hour before Mass. Please note
world views, prejudices, fears, and suspicions. To
this schedule is subject to change due to Fr. Solors’ availability.
invest ourselves in the Kingdom of God, do God’s
Sunday, October 17, 2021 at 10 am
work and live out our love relationship with God,
All Saints Day Mass will be on
we need to shed the extra weight. While it may
Monday,
November 1, 2021 at 10 a.m.
seem that a lot of that stuff is necessary, it really is
not. We are much more than the things that we
think define us and more secure than we think.
There will not be mass on Sundays,
The more there is to hold on to and the more that October 24th and 31st. Please plan to
we carry with us, the harder it will be to leave it
attend a nearby parish.
all behind. Many choose not to and walk away sad
because they are not ready to trust.

©LPi
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Religious Education
Little Gobblers
Little Gobblers
If you have registered
for Religious
CAGE Class
DatesEducation or

Sunday, October 10
After 8:00 am Mass
Fellowship, Coffee and Treats (HF)
After 10:00 am Mass
Coffee and Treats (OL)
After 10:00 am Mass
Coffee and Rolls (SJ)
Monday, October 11
11:00 am
Baking cookies for Community Meal (SJ)
5:15 pm
Bible Study (SJ)
Tuesday, October 12
6:00 am
That Man is You (SJ)
Noon—3 pm
Food Shelf Hours (SJ)
Wednesday, October 13
5:15—6:30 pm
Little Gobblers (SJ)
Thursday, October 14
7:30 am
Rosary (SJ)
9:00 am to 8:00 pm
Adoration (SJ)
Friday, October 15
9:00 am
Vocation Holy Hour (SJ)
Sunday, October 17
After 8:00 am Mass
Fellowship, Coffee and Treats (HF)
After 10:00 am Mass
Coffee and Treats (OL)

were partSunday,
of the program
year,Mass
materials are
Februarylast
7-After
available for you and can be picked up at church.
There is still time to register, please contact Jen or
Marie so we can make sure to have materials for
your family. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Jen or Marie.
Little Gobblers Schedule for October
October 13 Old Testament Lesson 5:15—6:25 pm
October 27 Family Formation 5:15-6:25 pm
Second Grade Sacrament Classes
Classes will be held on November 11 and 18 from
5:15-6:15 each night. Please contact Jen if you
have not already registered or have not picked up
classroom materials. There are videos and
materials to work through at home as well as the
classroom lessons.

CAGE
Registration and the first class is on October 27th,
beginning at 6:30. Classes conclude at 8:00 pm
The schedule for upcoming CAGE classes are:
October 27
November 3
November 10

Saturday, October 16 at 5:00 pm (SJ)
Sacristan/Server ....................................................... Terry Stein
Lector.......................................................................... Judy Ryan
EOMs ..................... (MOB) Dave Thompson, Dolores Wickham
Ushers ............... Pam Landgren, John Pierson, two volunteers

Tuesday, October 12
8:30 am
Mary Schoepf (SJ)
Wednesday, October 13
8:30 am
Donna Appel (SJ)
Thursday, October 14 (No Mass at St. James)
11:00 am
Thomas Anderson Funeral (HF)
Friday, October 15
8:30 am
James Dusbabek (SJ)
Saturday, October 16
5:00 pm
John Wickham (SJ)
Sunday, October 17
8:00 am
For the Parishioners (HF)
10:00 am
Shirle Sherrick (OL)
10:00 am
Steve Sandberg (SJ)

Sunday, October 17 at 8:00 am (HF)
................................... Please see the green binder in narthex.
Sunday, October 17 at 10:00 am (OL)
.................................................................... Volunteers needed.
Sunday, October 17 at 10:00 am (SJ)
Sacristan ................................................................ Adam James
Servers ................................................................ Jeremy Justen
Lector...................................................................... Steve Kinzer
EOMs ................................ (MOB) Laura Eisenbraun, Erin Ryan
Ushers ..................................................... Ellie and Russ Hoppe
...............................................................Bob Wander, volunteer

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James •
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James•
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima
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