[bookmark: _GoBack]Host or designated reader/leader begins the Upper Room prayer hour by reading this message from Fr. David:
                                    Message for December 2018 
Dear Friends in Christ;
The fourth title of Christ we will explore from John’s Gospel is “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life.”
In Christ,
Fr. David
Open with Sign of Cross and then this prayer: 		
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
L: Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of your love.  Send forth Your Spirit, O Lord, and they shall be created.
R: And You shall renew the face of the earth
L: Let us pray – God our Father, pour out the gifts of your Holy Spirit on the world.  You sent the Spirit on Your Church to begin the teaching of the Gospel; now let the Spirit continue to work in the world through the hearts of all who believe.  Through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen	
L: You, O lord, will open my lips.
R: And my tongue shall announce Your praise.
L: Incline unto my aid, O God.
R: O Lord, make haste to help me.
L: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
R:  As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen



Read John 14:1-14
a) Where is this Gospel (or parts of it) commonly read?
b) What is the significance of this passage for those “left behind?”
c) The “Way” is to the Father and the destination is accomplished “through” Jesus.  How would you explain this to a fifth grader?
d) When Pilate asked Jesus later in this Gospel “What is truth?” Jesus stood mute.  Why, here, does He readily and confidently proclaims that He is the “Truth” in a public way?  What is different about these moments?
e) Jesus speaks about being the “Life” and being “In” the Father.  Is this concept too hard to understand (to be inside someone who you are not”)?  Do you ever think of another person being in/inside you in a spiritual way?  Discuss the Eucharist here and the other sacraments if they seem relevant to this question.  What principle operates each Sacrament?  Who is the driving force?  Where do the sacraments derive their power and how are they made manifest to us?
Read CCC Paragraph:	#74 		#459 		#1698	 	#2466 		#2614
For each paragraph come up with what is the central theme or most important concept and discuss.
Pray the Litany of the Holy Childhood of Jesus 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 

God the Father of Heaven, 
Have mercy on us. 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, One God, 
Have mercy on us. 
O Divine Infant Jesus, sent to earth from Heaven, 
Have mercy on us. 


O Divine Infant Jesus, born of Mary in Bethlehem, 
Have mercy on us. 

O Divine Infant Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes, etc. 

O Divine Infant Jesus, placed in the crib, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, praised by the Angels, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, adored by the shepherds, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, proclaimed as Savior through Thy adorable Name, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, announced by the star, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, worshipped by the Magi with symbolic gifts, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, presented in the Temple by the Virgin, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, embraced by the aged Simeon, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, revealed in the Temple by the prophetess Anna, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, persecuted by King Herod, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, fleeing into the exile of Egypt, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, crowning with martyrdom the infants of Bethlehem, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, rejoicing the heart of Mary with Thy first words, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, learning to take Thy first steps in exile, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, returning from Egypt to be reared in Nazareth, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, loved by all as a shining example of obedience, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, brought to the Temple at the age of twelve, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, lost by Mary and Joseph on their return home, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, sought for three days with great sorrow, 

O Divine Infant Jesus, found with great delight, 
Be merciful, O Jesus. 
Be merciful, hear us, O Jesus. 

From all evil, deliver us, O Jesus. 
From all sin, deliver us, O Jesus. 

From misconduct in the Church, etc. 

From quarrels and anger, 

From lies and thievery, 

From evil talk and bad example, 

From bad habits, 

By Thine Incarnation, 

By Thy birth, 

By Thy most bitter poverty, 

By Thy persecution and sufferings, 

Through the intercession of Thy most holy Mother, 

Through the intercession of Thy holy foster father, 

Through the intercession of the Holy Innocents, 

Through the intercession of all the Angels and Saints, 
We, Thy sinful children, 
beseech Thee to hear us, 

Hear our prayer for the salvation of the unfortunate heathen, 
we beseech Thee to hear us. 

With pity,
we beseech Thee to hear us.

That Thou wouldst look kindly upon our small gifts, etc. 

That Thou wouldst number the men of God among Thy Saints, 

That Thou wouldst richly bless their apostolic works, 

That all the world may kneel before Thee, 

That we may be zealous to convert all unbelievers, 
in the Name of Thy Holy Childhood, 

That we may keep our Baptismal vows faithfully, 

That we may rejoice to be children of Thy Father in Heaven, 

That we may ever honor and love our Father in Heaven, 

That we may pray as Christian children, freely and devoutly, 

That we may willingly obey Thy Commandments, 

That we may inscribe in our hearts the Fourth 

Commandment: "Honor thy father and thy Mother," 

That we may grow in wisdom and virtue as we grow in years, 

That Thou wilt keep us innocent, 

That Thou wilt deliver us from temptation, 

That Thou wilt instill in us great love and devotion for Thy Mother, Mary, 

That we may never make an unworthy Confession, 

That we may receive Holy Communion with sincerity, 

That Thou wilt grant our parents a long life, 

That Thou wilt grant them Thy best gifts, 

That Thou wilt enlighten our pastors and give them strength, 

That Thou wilt repay our benefactors with eternal gifts, 
 
That Thou wilt have mercy upon the poor souls in Purgatory, 
Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world, 
Spare us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world, 
Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
V. Christ, hear us 
R. Christ, graciously hear us. 
Say an Our Father. 
Let Us Pray.

We pray to Thee, Heavenly Father, Who for the Infant Jesus' sake 
adopted us as Thy children and as heirs of Heaven, look kindly upon children 
not of the Faith and let them participate in our unearned and priceless fortune. 
We ask this through the Infant Jesus Christ, Thy Son Our Lord, Who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. R. Amen. 
Next month’s UPPER ROOM is on the 5th of Jesus’ Titles in the Gospel of John
